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National Register of Historic Places

The National Register of Historic Places is the
official list of the Nation's historic places
worthy of preservation. Authorized by the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
the National Park Service's National Register
of Historic Places is part of a national
program to coordinate and support public
and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and
protect America's historic and archeological
resources.



National Register

• Integrity
• Significance



Integrity

“The unimpaired authenticity of a property’s
historic or prehistoric identity, evidenced by
surviving physical characteristics”



Significance
Properties:
A. That are associated with events that have made a

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history; or

B. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in
or past; or

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction, or that represent the
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or
that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D. That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information
important in history or prehistory.



Significance

• Local
• State
• National



Property Types

• Buildings
• Structures
• Objects
• Districts
• Sites



Building

Pope House



Structure



Object



District

East Raleigh-South Park



Site



Considerations
• a. A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic

distinction or historical importance; or
• b. A building or structure removed from its original location but which is primarily

significant for architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most
importantly associated with a historic person or event; or

• c. A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is
no appropriate site or building associated with his or her productive life; or

• d. A cemetery that derives its primary importance from graves of persons of
transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from
association with historic events; or

• e. A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment
and presented in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and
when no other building or structure with the same association has survived; or

• f. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or
symbolic value has invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

• g. A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional
importance.



a. A religious property deriving primary significance
from architectural or artistic distinction or historical

importance; or
St Paul AME Church

Architecture

The building is of major significance to the
religious history of Raleigh because it was built
by the first independent black congregation
formed in Raleigh to house their expanded
Membership….

One of the best known of St. Paul's ministers
was the Rev. R. W. H. Leak, pastor during the
1880s and 1890s during the time that he
became a prominent leader for black
Republicans and edited the Outlook, the
second Negro newspaper in Raleigh.



b. A building or structure removed from its original
location but which is primarily significant for

architectural value, or which is the surviving structure
most importantly associated with a historic person or

event; or



c. A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of
outstanding importance if there is no appropriate site

or building associated with his or her productive life; or



d. A cemetery that derives its primary importance from
graves of persons of transcendent importance, from

age, from distinctive design features, or from
association with historic events; or

City Cemetery meets Criterion
A for its statewide significance
in social history as one of the
earliest municipal cemeteries
in North Carolina. It is one of
the few municipal cemeteries
that provided space for African
Americans.
City Cemetery holds statewide
significance under Criterion C
for one of the finest
collections of nineteenth
century funerary sculpture in
North Carolina.



e. A reconstructed building when accurately executed
in a suitable environment and presented in a dignified
manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when

no other building or structure with the same
association has survived; or



f. A property primarily commemorative in intent if
design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it

with its own exceptional significance; or



g. A property achieving significance within the past 50
years if it is of exceptional importance.

Dorton Arena, 1953. Listed 1972.  Photo NC HPO



Process

• Evaluation
• Nomination



Chavis Park

Evaluation
via North Carolina Study List Application

May 9 submittal
June 12 National Register Advisory Committee
(NRAC) Meeting
RFP for nomination
Nomination in Process



Chavis Park Nomination

• October 8, 2015 NRAC meeting
• First draft May 1, 2015
• Final Draft July 29, 2015



Nomination

• More photographs –188 digital and on proof
sheets, labeled per HPO standards

• Boundary map reflecting “historic” boundaries
• Expanded description
• Expanded statement of significance



National Register

• District
• Local Significance, perhaps State and/or

National
• Integrity
• Significance A and C, history and design
• No Considerations





Significance

• More research
using primary
sources





Additional research

• State Archives
• National Archives



Research

• To expand and support history and
significance for Design and role in African-
American history and as physical example of
Jim Crow policies



Research

• Context of other Jim Crow, WPA-funded
resources in North Carolina




